
2019 Legislative Victories

• Remedies to Open and Expired Permits — Open and expired permits can delay a closing, and, in 
some cases, kill a deal because of the uncertainty associated with them. To address the problem, 
HB 447 allows local governments to close a permit six years after its issuance as long as no 
apparent safety hazards exist. It also prevents local governments from penalizing property owners for 
an open permit that was applied for by a previous owner. Effective: October 1, 2019.

• Approval of Online Remote Notaries — Many states allow the use of online remote notaries in real 
estate transactions to make closings easier, faster and more convenient for distant parties. Thanks to 
HB 409, Florida now joins this group of modern-thinking states. Effective: January 1, 2020.

• Curbing AOB Abuse to Keep Insurance Affordable — Property insurance assignment of benefits 
(AOB) came about to reduce insurance claim burdens for property owners. However, some 
contractors and attorneys abused the AOB process by overcharging for repairs and suing insurance 
carriers when they refuse to pay, leading to higher premiums for everyone. HB 7065 limits 
contractors’ ability to receive payment for their attorney fees if the claim is settled or won in court. 
This is commonly referred to as one-way attorney fees and the primary incentive behind AOB fraud. 
Please note: All bill provisions become effective on July 1, 2019, except for provisions relating to 
attorney fees, which become effective when the bill is signed into law.

• $682 Million for Environmental Projects — Communities throughout Florida were devastated last 
year by environmental problems such as blue-green algae and red tide. The Legislature responded 
with significant amounts of funding for environmental projects designed to address these issues. 
The proposed funding includes $322 million for both Everglades restoration and the early planning, 
design and construction of the Everglades Agricultural Area Reservoir. Also included: $40 million to 
complete the raising of Tamiami Trail, $100 million for springs restoration, $50 million for beach 
restoration projects, $10 million for a red tide/blue green algae task force and $25 million for a 
septic-to-sewer cost-share program. Effective: July 1, 2019.

• Further Reduction to BRT — Businesses throughout Florida will save more than $65 million each 
year due to a .2% reduction of the business rent tax. The new state tax rate on commercial leases 
will be 5.5%, down from 5.7% in 2018 and 6% in 2017. Effective: January 1, 2020.

• More Than $200 Million for Affordable Housing Projects — Lawmakers allocated $200 million 
from the state and local government housing trust funds for affordable housing programs. This 
includes $115 million to assist Panhandle residents whose properties were devastated by Hurricane 
Michael. Effective: July 1, 2019.

• Continued Funding for LIDAR Mapping — The budget includes language that allows the 
Division of Emergency Management to continue spending the $15 million currently being used for 
LIDAR (light detection and ranging) mapping. LIDAR is a next-generation mapping technique and has 
the potential to lower flood insurance rates throughout Florida. Effective: July 1, 2019.

• Preventing Unlicensed Real Estate Activity — The Legislature allocated up to $500,000 from 
the Professional Regulation Trust Fund to the Department of Business and Professional Regulation 
(DBPR) to combat unlicensed real estate activity. Effective: July 1, 2019.
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